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AMUSK <F.NTS THIS KVbXINU.

BROADWAT THEATRE, Broadway.. Moi«-Sa*.

LUCY BUSIITM'S NEW YORK THEATRE, Mo». TV
.ad 730 Broadwa v..Tub School rot Scandal.

IAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL*. M BeoAdwty. oppo«Rs
Metropolitan Hotel..bxaioriAX sjissiso, Danoiko, #?..
Tub Dung Buicasd.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. 201 Row*" -***.
1*6. Dancing, Bca-rsatB*. aa.Tax DtaoVJ Ktrii.

GEORGE CHRISTY'S MIN.4TRELS -Thi Oto Scgoob
or Xikskllst. iJili..d>. Music.'. utiu, Ac. *£ the .'''4'
Avetue Opera House. Xm. Iiatl Vtlt 'ttelt/'fMrth *

NEW NATIONAL CIRCUS. 37 and » Bowery..Scjrx*.
TSIAH «TK)iAniC ABB ACROBATIC PBA« .SbAtB AMU TlUUT
Roe*. Exsactus, Ac. Aftornoou «% i E*euiag Al 1\
O'Clvck

BRYANTS' *IN«TREL«, tfer'uittK*' HilL 473 Broad¬
way..Das Bhiii'i Nbv siwf Sr««m -Naaeo Uohicau-
BU Buabtaaca* tc 1IMCI Rreo William.

THE ATRR OOKtQIIf. !»«. Hope Chapel. 730 Broadway..
fio.lL», ULtu. Etuiotu* Cu«lCAi.iric>, Ballxis ATD Tight
itor* 1

¦OOLEY'S OPERA HOU8B, Brooklyn..Utuiopia.i Ml*
¦TBSl«.B4LLAM. UOtU^DO A-TO PaSTOIMKKS.'

KP.fr TORR MUSEUM or ANATOMT. 8U Broadway-
Dpfn Crooi 10A JI.U11WF.II

ART GALLERY, 625 Broudway.. ItetTtvaroVs GrkST
Pauucic.

Washington hall, Harlem..d* coboova on tut
K.BBtwiMi Tbchpbteb.

lew York, Friday, December MB, 186li.

TBS VBWI.

A protracted interview between the Pitiiidint and
Secretary of War took place yesterday, tUe objoot or re-

full or which has not transpired
Additional Important Mexican news is furnUhcd in our

Vera Cruz correspondence to the 13th inst. The impe
rial papers announce that Don Manuel Ruiz, Judge ol
l!ie Supreme Court of the republic, has aliaudoned Juarez
and orot tcd against the latter coutinutog t> set .

President ai'ter hia constitutional term has expired.
Bveutu at and in the viciuity of Vera Cruz do not indi¬
cate an) intention of the French to withdraw frout the
eocntry at an early day, but on the contrary are re¬

garded there as showing a disposition to contest their oc

cupaucy of Mexican territory with the United Statos.
The arrivals of soldiers from France continue, twelve
hundred being lauded at Vera Cruz oil the 6th lust., and

a bo it three hundred more on the 11th, ail of whom wore

tmuicdiat ly nt'ier sent into the (leid. French cannon

and other war munitions and supplier .ire still dally ar¬

riving, and the defences or the city are being greatly
strengthened and remounted with the heaviest and most
improved n;ina, the work being curried oa at. s "crelly an

possible, and principally at night. Further particulars
are given of the victories alluded to in yesterday's
lD.ti.iu>, which the imperialists claim to have gained at

Monterey over the forces of th<* republican General
Rscobedo, on the tM, 23d, 'ilth and 25th of November.
They represent that ho wan drivon out of the city with
considerable low and pursued for about oni hundred and
Arty miles. Our correspondent, however, regards tlieae
boaeiod triumphs as very small affairs, General Escsbedo,
after holding tho city for some days, during which his
troop* *tubboni!y defoutled their position in sevord
soTere engagements, deeming it prudent to withdraw, in
consequence of H>e imperialist* bemir lar.jply reinforced.

A bearer of despatches from the Mexican capital on his
way lo Washington, was iu Vera Cruz on ths lath inst.
The rebel Maury, Maximilian's Com¦is*letter ot' Colo¬
nisation. ha:, issued another circular sotting forth the ad-
vantage.ior M'-sico for enii.rant.i; bin th-- majority of
those c linn t« who have already arrived th'ire a:>penr to
bn in a miucraole cnnd.tloii.

In regard to the progress of the contest *n the l'«r!(lo
coajt of Mesii o. t San t'runcifCo despatch state that the
ropiihlirau Ceueral Aivaroz was withlu twenty-eight
miles of Acapuloo on the 30th of November, and aas

oouQUetii of Mentis, He was greatly haw-ng the iai-
fierialists, and lutd cut oil tho.r supplied ol urovis.ons
from the turroundir.s rauatry.
Our Paris corre«poiideoe .. nmhod'es n number of t i><ai

Ocaul eommenw oi tho French press u|«>n Com ml
rieholkld't rn, -ion to fcurop" nud his recunt »-pe< b ia
Paris, 'lhc prevailing opinion In the French capital ii
tha' \ ipi Icon Is beginning to sen a hoi.- t!i rc»i;r*h vrhi'li
ho can e-eajK- from his Mexican perplexities with clem,
clothe In the miicellaneoiiK extrnct<i from the Euro¬
pean papers will Be found some strango re.elatious of
court iiic iu the Old World.
Cam(linn aiUUrs, as pronto <1 io our lurm: j and

Montrci! d< rpilches, apjiear pretty much r .ixed, as
usual. Mr. Howltnd ha.s beon sppolntod to succeed Mr.
Brown a- Pic-ideut of the Council in !he Canadian Min-
leiry ; but tbe reformers, whoee chief representative Mr
Brown Is, arc net saitaflod with the condition of things,
and are preparing tounius with the Union (French
dl.an) party for the overthrow of the coalition
Miiiiatrr. The case of tbe rebel pirate Georgian, claimed
by lbe United plates government, is being argued I'ofyro
the Canadian Courts.

* V" ;
The Toronto U*Mtr la pnUiv'Ung in leaded typo a aerie <

of medlca) articles, written by IK«tor Blackburn. t!i«
practitioner charged with attempting to introduce yellow
fever and snriUpox among the United States troops dur
ing onr late war.
Senator Williams, of Oregon, who I* a member of the

Joint Coegrc- iotial committee to IcvpKiigatc Uie cUhna
of the representatives of the Southern states to admis-
sion, has recently spent a few Says In Virginia on a tour
ol inspection of the u«s,* aa aal netiUmeuls of the
people of I hat Slate, sad he h* >e to lhc roncliikinn,
Sirk chm i id coer«K, «r« sOt'A that V .rgini.i ioy-

ty, an reorr.rni. d la begiaiatura and the social
cirrion of iut capital eNy. la an abwdnia myth He says
tbe people siill clmg as fondly as ever to th< exploded
fallacies of their Southern coaWe-acy and entertain a

strong hostility to the national Congress, though they
profesa great personal respect for President Jotinnon,
.wing to tbe leniency with which ho has dealt with
Miem. Our correspondent states that It bas recently
come to light that the government msde a mistake In
tha arrest of B> B. Winder, who is now oonQned ia
Lihby prison on charge of being implicated in the An-
dorsoaviila outrages on national soldiers, W. 8. Winder,
who baa mado his aacapa from tha country, Wing the
parson wanted.
Governor Jonathan Worth, Ihe new Executive of

North Carolina, assumed tha duties ot his office oa Satur-
daplaat
The arrest of .earpparann known to have partlripelod

In tfi- rt<HiDK at ilMWlm, Va., on Christmas On/ bu
boon onli-rei br General Alfcar, who nloo direct* that
muni of them hhall be given up on the application <>l the
civil a-itiiontlea.
Thet*wa* roatldrraMe flpbtlnr betwren the white*

.ad Mack* at Ctarksvlile, Toand^p, on Minimal Pay.
An afflray between tatoTlcated negro seemrn belonging

to the gunboat Tacony and the polio* took place In W||.
mington, N. a, on Wednesday night. Sever*: piilel
iMi were fired ; but no one wm severely wounded.

furtker interesting detail" of the recent wracks along
.he ooest are supplied 1a our oolumas this morning. The
ataamar Idaho, which went ashore an Bernegat 8h<>»s
on iaat Saturday night, will prove a total lota. All the
persons oa board of hor were eared, aa ware alio those
oa the hark Dora, which went aahore at Wrack Pond
Inlet, oa Wedneadajr morning, during a heavy tog.
Mroag hopaa were yesterday entertained of gettlag the
latter vsesel off. The schooner Bophronla, from Pill
River, Mae*., for Bristol, R. 1., Is sunk In Vineyard
Be.d, and it la supposed that all her crew hare been
drowned. An unRnown bark was yesterday morning
¦(.covered among the breakers in Vineyard Sound, and
fear deatracUoa wm considered certain. Wreck* are altio
reported oa the Virginia and North Carolina shores.
. A list of all the case* of wreck* in the October gal^s on
Ota Plorida coast Which hive been passed upon in the
cowt at Key Waal are riren in onr correspondence
rram that plaee, with Aa amount of aalrago rendered
la the oaaaa of two Manners, three ship*, six barks, lira
trigs and tare schooner*.
\ At the meeting of the Board of Supervisors yestorday
ftfce Comptroller reported the amount paid to the super
laisndeat sad builder of the new Court House to have
Boea twenty thousand twa haadred and siitr Ave dot
lata. at Ire per sent. A motioa to abrogate the contract
l" referred, Mr. M|fl stating that the bulk »f the

mail'rials mm already paid fof, that the baiaooe

would amount to but IHUo. TUe usual percent*^
allowed to builders for important b'lildin ¦* is Ian per

cent, aad private building* are generally buUI in this

manner. Architects get two or three per cent on all

materials, and tbe builders frotn six to tou per cent

The new building is being roofod in now, and the oeurt

rooms will b>- ready for occupancy in tlie spring The

dome and tb0 porticos will take a longer time to finish,
the splendid carved capitals of the columns requiring
ei^ht or nine months to cut. The percentage system

i in adopted, in imitation of private enterprises, to secure

I a sp edy completion aud do away With the delays of
salaried officials. The sum of Ave hundred dollars was

directed to be paid to the Clork of the Excise Commis¬
sioners for services daring the year. The amount of two
thousand nine hundred and fifty -four dollars was ordered
to bo paid for legal services to the county during the
recent gubernatorial investigation Tho Board adjourned
till to-day at three o'clock P. M.
Th« Board of Aldermen met yesterday afternoon, and

transacted a great deal of routine business. A commu¬

nication from the Mayor relative to the accommodations
to be provided for the law Department of the city was

referred to the Committee on Repairs and Supplies. The
Board created the office of Inspector of City Railroads,
the salary of the official beia* fixed at throe thousand
dollars per ann<:m TUe sum of four thousand dollars
was donated to the Indies' Union Aid Society. The ordi¬
nance relative to the widening of Aon street was re¬

ferred >o the Committee on Streets. The Board meets

¦gain at one o'clock this afternoon.
The Board of Covncllmen were in session yesterday,

and transacted a larne amount of business. They oon-

currod with the Aldermen in directing tbe completion of
the Soldiers' Monument at Calvary Cemetery, at a cost
not to cxt-ecd tho amount originally appropriated, and in
granting the implication of the Fire Commissioners for

grounds in Burling slip on wuich to erect houses for
storing fire apparatus. The Corporation Counsel was di
reeled to take tho necessary legal steps to widen Broad¬
way twenty -three toot, north of Fifty sevonth street,
running wilh the wosterly line of seventh avenue, five
hundrod feet distant therefrom, to the southerly
line of Fifty ninth struct. That officer was also
Instructed to take iegai proceedings for widen¬
ing and extending Aim and Fulton streets from
Park row to Kuiton ferry. An appropriation of
five tbousaud dollar, was made to a parochial school iu
FouiifeutU strcot, which was vigorously opposed by Mr
Patterson, he claiming that such appropriations tended
to ?ap the fo indatlon of the public school system. Five
thousand do, urs was donated to the Union Home School
for the education of the children of volunteers. One
thousand dollars was voted to each of the Presidents of
the Boarib and to the Commissioners of the Sinking
Fund for services. Three thousand dollars each was

granted to the Five Points House of Industry and tho
ladies' Mission. The Counsel to tha Corporation was

instructed to defond the Board of Councilmen on a

charge of contempt of court In the case of Houghtalin
versus O'Brien. The Board will moot this afternoon.
Jud^c Giles, of tho United States D. Irict Court in

Baltimore, yesterday rendered a derision remanding to

milttnry authority lor trial Ralph Abercroinbie, formorly
a lieutenant In the national army, and who is under ar¬

rest on charges of desertion t » the rebels, being a spy
and having given testimony before a rebel court martial
in Richmond which led to the wrongful conviction and
execution of Captain I>er<»on
Tbo busine? of th 1 United States Circuit Court for

the year le0o is summed up in the following brief
rev icw:.Ic t he common law branch of the court there
were commenced sevcnty-throc suit-! of civil character
(e.\<:l' s ve of ca-e.s und<v the Internal He venue act and
others brought again.** the C-jllectorof the Court for
alleged excessive exrictkmj uf duties), fourteen of which
were held and disot sed of In tho equity. branfch there
wew one hundred ard twenty-three suits commenced;
forty-seven were heard on motion of tiifunct.on, forty-
two were grunted and fifty-one dt-aiod. In admiralty on

appeal from the District Court thirteen oases were hsard
and difiK -.ed of, aa t Mven appeals were taken to the
Supreme Court of tLe United State.1'. On the crim ual
caiondu: were seventy -four indictments for various of¬
fences, of wuich sixty-two were tried.
The summing up for the plaintiff !n tha Strong divorce

suit ,w as concluded at six o'cl<>cIc yesterday afternoon,
and the Judge will charge tho Jury thi> morning.

A motion came up yesterday before Jtidg^ Barnard, in
the Supreme Court, chambers, on hohalf of Mrs Har¬
riet I. Rayuor, to recover alimony from her former hus-
band, Wn. M. Saynor, at the rati of eight dollars per
week, for Okci two yearn. In F liruarr, 1M2, a judg
meiit of dl/orce v is granted to Mrs. Raynor, giving ali¬
mony to this amount. Shortly after tlin lady hgain went
to with her former husband, wrth whom she stayed
for nearly two yoaia, aud th.-n rigain left him. Tbe ques¬
tion i'ow aii>e< as to whether tae action of a wife iu re¬

turning to Iter husband aft":' u judgment of divorco is
granted do»* not cancel all legal decrees as regards all-
i>ionv The defendant was formerly s detective on the

M t.opolltan police, and ulso on Goacr\! Bailor's forue in
Vvs -u.agtoa. Tlie doi.iiou was reserved.
An application was also made ye .terday before .'udge

l?arn»r*t, at chsmb<sr-i, to ball Christian Walters, indicted
for the shooting of David r.eBen, In Division street, on
the 29tli of lasi Ssptotnber. LeJfeu at present lies ia a

vory precar.ous condition iu tl>e hospital. The Judge
decided that he would admit tlie prisoner to bail should

a certificate of tbe house sur«et»n Iks produced stating
that the wounded man was In n>> danger of death

Tlie Hon. Sohi.yler Colfii delivered his lecture "Acrom
the Continent" la. t evening, in the Cooper Institute, to
oue of tiav largest and moat enthusiastic audieuccs that
-hui s: ., niMi' 1 wHlj.u tf.at b')l!dl«g upon such sn oc ca¬

sion fur a length of time The Immense hail was

qrfWded in every part, and no*, even Handing' roonv^as
to bo }>ad for nirmbotj wh® pressed from tho ouUidl for ,

admittance. Tbe platform itself was crow ded, chairs hong
placed close up to tbe gaslight* to accommodate tbe
ladies and gentlemen who were Interested listener.! to
the lecture. Mr. CM, fax brleij stated the motives
which led te his undertaking a Journey across tbs
continent.a desire to view for himself tho capa¬
bilities snd renoirces of (Hates and Territories which
had contributed and promised to contributo to mich
to the werflth and power <H the United States. The de-
.criptlve portion of the lecture was listened to with
wrapt attention, the lecturer, from his scholarly choice
of words and his express,on of feeling, still under the in¬
fluence of the emotions the sublime arenes through
which he passed gave rise to, taking his hoarera' imagi¬
nation with him over the lofty sterna and through the
mountain gorges and spreading plains he had traversed
in bis route. He was particularly applauded when
speaking of Mexico as (till a republic, and of the duty
which would devolve upon this government to abolish
polygamy ia Utah.that remaining one of the twin relics
of barbarism. He waa very condemnatory of thoae
United States officor< in Utah who indulged In a plurality
of wives, thus setting at nought the very la|r* of tba
government tbey were sent there to maintain. Towards
the atwlitlon of this great cancer on tbe body politic he
thought nothing would be so effective as completing tbe
great Pacific Railway. His remarks on this point alsa
drew forth hearty applause.
A lecture »u delivered laxt evening in CltntoD

Hall by Henry c. Carey en the subject of our national
resources, la which be insisted that a protect ire tariff la
the bcift ]>ollcT of the nation, and that the cry of free
trade U a Acluaton to a nation with aucU natural resources
a* wit
The n»w tw'Idln? on the corner of Broadway and

Liberty street, occupied by the Mutual Life Insurance
Company, wan formally openod last evening. A grand
reception wan held, at which over on* thousand guests
were prepent
The fourteenth anniversary of the Orphan'* Home and

Asylum, located at the corner of Lexington a/roue and
Forty ninth street, took place yesterday. From the re-
port of the ircretary and treasurer the Ouancea of the In¬
stitution appear to he In a satisfactory condition. The
children o( the establishment hare been remarkably
healthy, only one harlug died during the past year.
After the anniversary exercises an electtoa for manager!
and truMeos wan held.
There is a movement In Fonlanlsm at present looking

to the calling of a central arbitrating congress and the
clearing away of all the parties to the present strife. It
Is proposed to bave the congress called by State centres
of both divisions The O'Mahnny bondt condemned by
tha Menate are the subject of inquiry la places to
which they bare been sent. Pennsylvania, New Jet-
sey, Indiana and other places furnish Senate prmtm-
ciamimlMi to-day. Two new clrclaa hare been organized
recently in this city. We give to-day an account of the
Fonian proceeding* at Union square, with tb< prepare
Uoas for th»mmlng convention In Cllntm Hell, also
several letters from centres and org.tnitnrs In favor of
O'Mahoby, and the address of Miss Mah»noy to thoSls
terhood likewise appears in our columns this morning.
Ths United States and Brs/il Mail Htoamsblp (Vixpa| py's siantaer Uaruie, OpUia ML H. Greens, will eu^l to

. .

day (Friday) for 91. Thomas, Peruambuco, Hah:a
Mil Kto Janeiro, ieaviug pier No. 43 North river punc¬
tually at three o'clock P. M. Ttiu i* the second voyage
of the Havana 10 the above porta, aud the general satis
facUou expressed by passengers «t>« wen I out in tier on
ber tlrst trip as well as those who returned by her, aa to
the superior seagoing qualities or (bis line ahip and the
excetieut accommodations for all, should be sufficient to
induce those wishing to visit anypr tha above porta to
avail themselves of tbu opportuaif. Mr. J. E. Huertas
is the ohl.ging and attentive purser.
A young man named William Aeter, who It was un¬

derstood was yesterday to engage In a prise light uear the
Fashion race course with another individual called Jeff.,

m arrested by the police at Buster's Point during the
day. The sold pugilists, who are light weight fighters,
are the champions respectively of what are known as the
Geogbegan and .McKay factions of bruisers of this city.
A number of expectant spectators of the sport were

assembled at Hunter's Point to take the cars for the
ground of contest; but on the attest of Keeler, finding
that the game was spoiled, they scattered, and none of
them were arrested.
During a quarrel an Tuesday night between Henry

Bauer and John Mice, of Mo. StO Seventh avenue, the
former, as alleged, struck the fetter a severe blow on

the head, fracturing his skull, and producing Injdries
from the effects of which he is aot expected to recover.
Bauer was arrested and committed.
Over one thouasad dollars' worth ef India Rubber waa

vasterday mornlug stslon from pter No. It East river.
Michael Sullivan, a private watchman on pier No. m,
and two other men Wocw discovered by a p&ltveman, be¬
tween three and four o'clock in the morning, passing
aleng South street,- near Market, carrying Sags of india
rubbor which is daid to bea portion of the stolen Tot.
Sulhvan was arrested, but his comrades dropped their
loads and lied. Other portions of the missing .stock hare
been found concealed at pier No. 40, and in a junk shop,
and the most of it has been recovered.

William M. D. Conklinjt and Albert Morgan, fast youths
of eighteen and nineteon, wert yesterday committed on

a charge or practising an old confidence game, by calling
at store? and requesting the proprietor* to send speoi
mens of goods to e< rtain bouses to enable some person
residiug there to make a selection, meeting the messen¬

ger in the hall, loaying him thero, and then protending
to carry the articles sip stairs to the supposed purchaser,
but rn.tlly disappt-ariug with them through the back
part, of the house. In this oa.no the charge against Conk
ling an'l Morgan was inr.de by Mr. King, a Fourth avenue

watchmaker, who alleges that they thus swindled him
out of four watches, valued at nearly sit hundred dol¬
lars. Otl or B>mi';ar complaints are said to* be pending
ugHinst them.
The deparinre from this city or the steamship Conti¬

nental, vrith the expeilitionsry party of young ladles tor

Washington Territory, which was to have taken place
lust week, ha* l>een delayed ; bu: it is now stated that
the vessel will positively sail on Tuesday next. The

young ladies who are ahout to try their fortune* in thai
distant quarter are newly all in the city.
The town or Pulaski, Tennessee, was vlslsed on Tues¬

day last by a tornado \vUi,-h blow down n number
of houses. It In reported that several persons were

killed, bein^ hurled in the ruins of the buildings.
The stock market wa« a shade firmer and more active

yesterday. Governments were firm Gold was dull,
and closed at 145 ){.
There was but little activity or buoyancy in commer¬

cial cir '1»* yesterday, and the amount of busiir->»9 done
was unusually small both iu foreign aud domestic pro¬
duce. Cotton was firmer. Groceries wera dr.1l and
lower. On '(.'liaage flour was firmer. Wheat w »s steady.
Corn wxi a shade lower. I'ork wa.1* Irregular lloef ww
steady, Lord was Arm. Whiskey was nominally a shade
lower.

Tl*e New* fr«n> Warltlrt Pf»Mf
ration* Bt \trrn. Cm*.

_Tli.i Mexican news, which we pnblish this
morning, is very interesting and somewhat sig¬
nificant. It may mean war, bu: i*
hardly be reconciled wllii the Louis Napoleonic
Idea that "the empire is peace.'| The facte
submitted, in the public ostimation, will no.

8«3tuin. the theory that the Emperor of the
French ia negotiating for a quiet withdrawal
of his Emptor of the Mexicans. Since. our

reports by the last preceding steamer from
Vera Cruz another instalment of twelve hun¬
dred French troops had been landed there and
inarched up into «*»« interior. Considerable
quantities of artillery, small arms and muni¬
tions of war wore arriving almost daily, and
moved in the same direction. The old guns of
the castle were b-:>ing replaced by new ohm

ot heavier calibre, and on the land side of the
city the imperialist* wore actively engaged in

strengthening Its defences. These movements
may bo the preliminary steps to an evacuation,

I but they certainly look more like deliberate
I preparations of dofonee agaimit an exp?ctod

hostile investment by sea and land.
Tliese warlike proceedings, in fact, give

something of color to tbc rumors at Washing¬
ton of an alliance between Franco, England,

i Spain, Italy and Austria to maintain Maxi-
| miliau on his Mexican throne, although tneae

reports are admitted to rest upon a very sen¬
der foundation. Unquestionably the interests
of England do not lie in any such coalition In
^ppor! of the alleged Ammcnn schemes of
Napoleon, but rattier in the opposite direction,
even to the extremity of on armed alliance
with tho United States. Let France l»e firmly
established in Mexico, and sho will next be
firmly established In the Central Am-rican
SiaLes; and then, commanding ail the iathmns
passage betweon the two oceans, not only
would the commercial ascendency of England
bo theceby endangered, but all bet ooloniea in
both hemispheres. What, then, is the meaning
of theso warlike preparations at Vera CruX?
They are not needed against the Mexican
liberals, reduced to a feeble guerilla system of
warfare. Can they be intended as a menace
and a challenge to the United State#?
We fall back upon President Johnson's Mes¬

sage to Congress, in which the Monroe doctrine
Ih reaffirmed, and wherein he says that "at the
propor time" the oorrespondenoe between the
United States and France in relation to Mexico
will bo laid before the two houses. We infer
from this statement that negotiations are in
progress looking to the abandonment of
Mexico by Napoleon, and that probably the
high contracting parties may be diseasing the
question of equivalents to France for her

I peaceable evacuation. In this view, these
warlike preparations at Vera Orns may be de-
signed to assist Mr. Seward In coming to terms.
There are tricks of strategy in diplomacy as
well as in war. " \lr
At all events, we have no doubt that Louis

Napoleon-has been thoroughly convinced from
his correspondence with our government that
his Mexican usurpation cannot he recognized,
nor even tolerated much longer, by the United
States. He must, then, make his election of one
of the two alternatives left him. He must re¬
tire for tbc sake of peace, or elect to maintain
bis position in Mexico at the costs and batards
of a war with the United States. If the nephew,
like the uncle, were a believer in his lucky star
ngaiffft all hostile combinations and all con¬
tingencies, we might count upon tho alterna-
tive or war, or an inglorious sacrifice of the
Monroe doctrine; but the disastrous mistakes
of Napoleon the First have taught Napoleon
ths Third the saving virtues of prudence and
cantion to a remarkshle degree.
To the eagaoious exerolse of these qualities

be Is mainly indebted for his brilliant successes
M the ruler of Frnnoe and the arbiter of
Europe. Be has known when to stop In Ms

\ military M

peace with Russia and his peace with Austria,
on the heel of successes in each caae, which
would hare only sharpened the appetite of his
uncle for larger enterprises. But in hia treat¬
ment of the Pope the patient diplomacy of ths
third Napoleon presents the most striking
contrast to the ruinous audacity of
his uncle. The causes of hia orerthrow
Talleyrand summed np in these words:
"Spain, Russia and the Pope." Louis
Napoleon has avoided all these dangers except
Russia; for the real Russia with which he has
become entangled is Mexico. He undertook
this Mexican enterprise upon false calculations.
He blundered sadly in his estimates of the
strength of Jeff. Daris and the weakness of the
government of the United States. With the
collapse of the so-called Southern confederacy,
which he did not provide for, bis mistake in
Mexioo became apparent to all the world. But
there he is, with his character for sagacity and ,

his prestige of success both imperilled, and
what is he to do T

He. cannot abruptly withdraw wtthont.hu*
m ilialion; he eaanot expect JtrematrfKritlfotft.

preparing for war. We oonolude, however,
that his 'warlike pri^amtiena at Vera Crua are

only "to keep up appearances^ thsft ttet» «iriy
putting- a bold fefte upon a bad bargain, and
manoeuvering to Jeonre the honora -of a

voluntary wtiremeafcas from<an enterprise ac¬

complished, yet magnanimously abandoned
for the sake of peace.

' We have heard that if
permitted to secure Hiw complete suppression
of every vestige of the republic he will be pre¬
pared to withdraw the empire. But, whatever
his designs may be, we are satisfied that Presi¬
dent Johnaon has been pursuing a course of
"masterly inactivity," I and that the longer
Napoleon delays the inevitable settlement the
more troublesome, expensive and dangerous
will become his Mexican elephant. We still
adhere to the theory of his early retirement;
but if he should bo tolerated in Mexico till our
next Presidential election, that election would
involve a popular verdict upon the Monroe
doe.lrine which would be decisive.peace or
war. \
Modern ClvlIlr.»tlOH . Ancient ^lieo-rle,-Th« Influence# of th« «»,,road
and (}i« T«l«»r»ph on

Our latest news trom Europe gives intima¬
tion of powible changes in the nutional life of
Spain, of Belgium and of Great Britain. I1 rom
Spain we hear faintly the suggestion that tlie

Portuguese frontier should be obliterated;
that the Iberiau and the Lusitanian should for¬
get their ancient quarrels; that Spaniard and
Portuguese should join hands and form a svagle
nation. In relation to Belgium it is rumored
Uiat an arrangement for its partition is already
concluded, by which its effects will pass to

Holland, Prussia and Franco. In the Bnpcluh
papers we find a further expression of that
readiness to dissolve colonial connections,
which, in its full development, will disintegrate
the British empire by stripping that Power ol its
vast foreign dependencies. At first glance
these projected possibilities seem to have only
the most airy basis, and little or no relation to
one another. Indeed, as on the one hand we

aoe the breaking of great Powers into smaller,and on the other the consolidation ot smaller
into great ones, they appear to be direct con¬

traries, and suggest only inextricable confu¬
sion in government relations. Lookod at more

closely, however, they will appear in their true
light, as correlative results of a law of nahoua
life; and it will also be seen that, although now
regarded by the ma-* as bare possibilities,
they are the inevitable facts of the future.
Modem civilization baa changed the con¬

dition or national cuclstenoe. In the earliest
ages great empires formed around the person
of some hero, and groat hereditary monarchies
were kept together by a religions machinerythat imposed upon the people with the notion
that I lie monarch was of superior essence to
other moa, bore of the gods and descended
from heaven. This machiuery still exists in
China, where the ordinary formula of royalty
styles the Emperor brother or the sun and
cousin of the planets. But as the world grew
more intelligent bold rebels came up every¬
where to question these divine origins, or to
assert eqnully divine ones, and the great n|-
wieldy realms were broken up and gavo plart
to numberless small States. Then came the
time when great realms were only kept to¬
gether by the transcendent genius ot the ruler.
It was no longer sufficient to declare the king
greater than other men.he had to be greater
.ad to oontrol all by a superior intellect The
greal Khosroo, Cambyses, Semlramls, Alex¬
ander, Timer Bee and Charlemagne are ex¬
amples of such, rulers. Charlemagne kept all
Europe in one power at a time when the corn-
man necessities of national life tended to break
up great empires. Consequently he was no
sooner dead than the empire went to pieces
and divided into dnkedoms and States as
numerous and different as the interests
and prejudices of the people who had
submitted to his rale. It could not be other¬
wise; for in that age of imperfect communica¬
tion nations conld not be properly governed
by a Power resident thousands of miles sway.
Mountains, rivers, forests, Inclement seasons,
the absence of roads, separated the parts of an
empire from one another, so that it required
months for the decrees of a central Power to
reach through the realm. Small States were,
therefore, a necessity of government.
That condition of national existence pre¬

vailed in Europe for hundreds of years, and
has been accepted by all the philosophers and
made the basis of learned arguments on the in¬
herent weakness of Powers that are territori¬
ally great It has been applied against Russia,
and, worse still, against the United States. It
ia the meaning of De Tocqueville's phrase that
our country Is Mn giant without bones." Euro¬
pean writers saw in our vast expansion the
oertainty ofour ruin, and rested upon the Mon¬
roe doctrine, that was to spread us out
further, as their best ally against us.
But theae shortsighted persons have felled
to notice that the circumstances that
weakened Power? of great territorial ex¬
tent no longer exist. They shut their eyes to
the fact that the power that kept nations small
by necessity has passed away. They leave the
railroad, the steamboat and tho electric tele¬
graph out of their arguments.that Is, they
leave out the present time. They set them-
selves down as if ty were the good y*»r
teen hundred, and reason ncco«*ln«,7' Th«J
forget that modern Inveatioa has well nigh
annihilated time and space, and that by the
present system of Intereommunlcatlon all Eu¬
rope Is practioaU/ «o larger than any little
single State was In the Middle Ages,

put though the pUUesofhsq forget ftt

great lnflueacos of the present time it will
be found that they are operating all the
same, and moulding the life of the world
into new forma. Having made the easy
government of large State* possible, they
hare already gone a great way toward
obliterating the large number of boundary
lines that dbfigure the map of Europe. We
see how they will operate in the ease of Spain.
Spain and Portugal.the Spanish peninsula.is

practically one country; the differences be¬
tween the people are only those that have
grown np in local prejudices and habits, whose
influence the telegraph and the newspaper will
destroy. That two such countries should be¬
come one is an inevitable fact of the future.
Belgium, a merely political nation, will be ab¬
sorbed by the States from which It was made,
in the general consolidation that will recognize
no good reason for a nation's existence except

a geographical reason, or a reason founded on

radioal differences of race. But with England
the law will, and already does, operate the
other way, because the British empire is so

Mattered ore* the world that its parts are only
rekohed by long sea royqges. In tasr case the
lair'does not -apply that renders it now more

feasible to gerern large nations than It was
anciently. She will be left behind in the race
for national supremacy, and is, therefore, the
one rast Power of the earth that this great law
will destroy.
The Buroptan Rkiion* bmI *)». Chinese.

Oar liiUrHU la A»U,
The latest adricea from China revenl the

fact that most of the European Powers are

making very slow progress iu establishing
amicuble relations with that country. The
policy of alternately drugging with opium,
bnllying and fighting does not seem to con¬

vince the Celestial* that those nations which
adopt those styles of argument are entitled
to their confidence and respect A nation
which has existed tin late years for
centuries without internal revolution of
any moment, and has been free from wars

for generations, very naturally looks with
suspicion upon the government which resort*
to the means that England has been in the
habit of using in Asia to advance her coiti-

morce. Almost fhe first step taken by England
in her efforts to establish commercial inter¬
course with the Chinese was to demoralize the
people by feeding tbem with opium. Then
came t ie clandestine trade in that article in
violation of the laws of the empiro. which in
turn Ird to wars and insurrections. A govern¬
ment whose traditions have been that of non-

intercourse with ottior nations must have hud
that policy alengthened in their own estima¬
tion when they saw that the first fruits of in¬
ternational intercourse w;vrfc demoralization of
the people, war, murder and insurrection. Yet
all of these were brought, upon the Chinese by
the Powers of Europe in their efforts to open
that country to thoir commerce. This mode of

prooedure is so averse to thai in vogue among
the Chinese that we are not surprised that but
little progress is made in establishing full
friendly relations.
Ovr government has very wisely thrown the

weight of Its influence against this policy.
The intercessions of our representatives at
Pekin succeeded for a time in breaking op the
policy of demanding cession of territories by
the Powers of Europe, and thus opened the
doors of China, by peaceful moans, wider and
more effectually than all Jfog tfcreatd, bullying
and warlike operation* of other nation* com¬
bined could possibly do. But we now learn
that the governments of Europe arc again re¬

sorting to their old dodge, and that efforts are
being made to involve this country with tbem.
We trust that our representatives in that quar¬
ter will be instructed to keep aloof from all
such alliances. While we do not intend to pocket
an insult from any foreign government, yet it
should not be our policy to plunge ourselves
iflto a war, especially when the reverse of that
policy will the best serve our interest, as it
clearly will, with the Chinese. We want no

cession of territory in Asia ; we have sufficient
on this continent for oar purposes; nor should
we assist England, France or any other gov-
"eminent in securing grant* of that kind from
the Emperor of China. 1/ England or any other
country desires (b engage »n war for that pmw
pose let them do it on their own. responsibility
and accept the consequences. Our true policy
is that of a masterly and energatio peace. We
are »o situated that we have everything to gain
and nothing to Ipse by that course. The cor¬
rectness of this view has already been shown
by the large orders which our ship builders
have received from the Chinese, and that, too, at
the very time when England and other nations
were trying to force their trade upon them.
Th^ moral effect of peaceful diplomacy has ac¬

complished for ns what the threats of war and
bullying demands of other oountries have foiled
to bring about 8ueh wilt unquestionably lead
to this resnlt hereafter.

It is but a short time since the efforts of Rus¬
sia to construot a telegraph across the Chinese
empire were interrupted by the Chinese govern¬
ment Serious complications were threatened;
but we presume that Russia will finally carry
her point, although it may arouse such animosi¬
ty on the part ofthe authorities In China that
it will embarrass for a long time its operations.
As ono end of this llns is to terminate !. this
country, we can, If we are wise, he the first to
receive the advantage and reap the fruits. It
will make this country one of the great oentres
of the world, and by the time that the European
governments have overcome the prejudice
among the Chinese whioh their belligerent
demonstrations and threats h*ve aroused the
ourrsnt of trade of China will have so strongly
set In towards our shores on the Pacific that
It will be impossible to change It That trade
will soon become one of the most Important of
that ofany nation. It will be specially valua¬
ble to us from the foet that the articles raised
and manufactured there which we desire
the most are not produced in this country.
It is then elearly onr policy to maintain friend¬
ly relations with the Chinese. The folly of the
course of the European nations is too apparent
for us to be misled in this respect A nation
that was constantly trying to stir up insurrec¬
tion in our midst, and endeavoring to demor¬
alise our people in every possible way, should
be the last whioh we would desire to reward
with our oommeroe. However, human nature is
the same the world over, not exoepting the Chi¬
nese. Those Powers which are friendly to that
country during the hoars of trial will gain the
respeot and gratitude of both people and gov¬
ernment when the troubles {disappear, and be
rewarded with preference in all commerolal In-

Ujreoarse, pwe, thso. M 90U97 With
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Some days ago we bad occasion to allude to
iie remarkable change in the tactica of lb*
Kritisb government and the tone of the London
areas and its correspondents concerning Ameri¬
can affairs. This especially referred to wr
implications with the policy of European
governments. The lutonl arrivals have con¬

firmed our views.
In one of the London pie<w of a late date we

find an artiole commenting on the speeeh o!
Mr. Higelow, our Minister at Paris, in which .

comparison is sagely drawn between the pall-
ticians and statesmen of Great Britain and our

own prominent representative men. We can

draw no other oonolusion from the tenor of the
artiole than that the advantage is on our aid*.
The late President Lincoln is taken as the type ot
the "rough,common sense and ungainly shrewd¬
ness" ot the intelligent masses of the Uuloa,
"the depository of political power;'* and Gen¬
eral Grant id referred to ns having "inherited '

in some degree the characteristics of the late
President." "The strength of the nation;" con¬

tinues the journal from which we quote, "lies
in a rn&ss of energetic, industrious and self-
reliant men." This is a truth which the Britkh
probably learned in previous contests witi^
America; and it was scarcely necessary to
await the triumphant results of the rebellion to -

acknowledge it. General Grant is spoken ot
as the 'inarticulate hero," whoie words "are
few and rugged; but when they come they ex¬

press the dogged resolution, the ardor slowly
kindled, but when once alight steadily main¬
tained, the unflinching pertinacity, and the
power of adapting means to ends which, acting
together, crushed the Southern confederation,
and which we are bound to recognize the more

readily because they are among the best char¬
acteristics we covot for ourselves."
The heroic memories ol MarHtorough and

Wellington are, it seems, replaced by the

greater and more receut achievements of aa

American goneraL This is a very strange ad¬
mission on the parr of a leading English print,
and must touch tlx. officers in the Ilritish army
in a tender part. The English heroes of the
Crimea, few as they were, seem to have been
lost, sight of altogether, and. instead of looking
to France for the heroes ot that war, America
is accepted, even on Bngli.sh authority, tw

furnishing the first military captain of the age.
The compliment paid to the United States
when, "in the moment of their sncce«s, flushed
with triumph and intoxicated with glory, their
armies did not d( maud to be led against new

enemies," and did not murmur at a dismissal,
is a fitting commentary upon the sanguinary
purposes and grasping ambition of the Rnglish
while employing their power to seise and

occupy dominions upon which "th-j sun should
never set."
We might 'continue at length theso illustn*

Hons of the newly found sympathy of
P.rPain for the United States, btit. do not deem
it necessary. It is ouffirient for us to know that
the trouble brewing between England and
France, which has already led to' the suspen<
aion of the extradition treaty between the two
nations, proliminary, as we have predicted, ta
the complete rupture of the enients cordiale, ia
no particular business of our people or gov*
ernment. Whatever the result spy be, the
United Stales art sure to be benefited by their
quarrel; and we can afford to bo quiet for a

while, amid all the complications and clashing!
among European dynasties, resting upon tha
laurels we have won in one of the most gigaatio
struggles of modem tim m.

Mcintcipal Reform* unit H«formrr«.
When mon grow rich tuey bwome conserva¬

tive. Satisfied with the world «. it is, they do
not cure to try to aiuku it what it ought to he.
To this general rule there sure very few excep¬
tion*), and these exceptions are mm of nuoh
marked genius that while advocating neoee-

Hury reforms they never allow themselves to

degenerate into m«re destructives, Ske the
rampant radicals. Unfortunately this dty pos¬
sesses but a small number of such real reform¬
er?. We have plenty of rich men, bit they
are perfectly contented to count ov»r their
millions, and are never willing lo give a ftw«
dollars, or even a few cents, toward remedy¬
ing the evils of which they are often tie loud<
erft to complain. They will not take th- trouble
to go to the polls to vote, aad yet theyheartily
denounce dishonest officials at theii dbner
tables. They do nothing to render oui mtnict*
pal hardens less, b;it they grumble U-rribly

i wVp they are oalled upon to .pay heavy, '«<*.

They frill give their names to a refom party
perhaps, but they will aever give anytUn clstf
In every fastance within our rjcollectio they
havo permitted the most unscrupuloas»oliti>
ciaus to use so-called reform parlb for
mercenary ends, until it has passed ito a

proverb that the worst men have tin best

chayes of eleotion when the cry of rota is
raised during a municipal canvass. \J hold
it to be a self-evident truth tfitt the witty
citisens of Uus metropolis are dirfcl anl
indirectly responsible for the mismannment
of our olty affairs, and that no help o bo
expected from them in any scheme r tho
improvement of our looal government
Two letters which have been recen Ipub¬

lished (tally elucidate this view of the >jeot,
and show up onr municipal refon and
reformers in a very singular light. 1 trat
letter was addressed to the editor of jour¬
nal by an agent of the Citlxens' Assatio*
shortly after the Mayoralty electioi Tho
second letter has been sent to Governomtosi
by one of our otty politicians. In th«nasr
epistle our readers were treated to will
?lew of elty politics. The writer exffl tho

<

means by which the so-called reform flidate
had been swindled out of bis money by 'ken"
andootofhis election by the lnkewnean
and disaffection 'of the rich membeif tho
citisens' combination, who allowed tlollti-
elans to get hold of him and sell him ® fa*
oasb. The letter to Governor Fenfgoeo
ftarther than this, and revoals to ns tillidI
connection between these politicians muni¬
cipal reforms. The writer begins Dating
that, for reasons satisfactory to hlmse; wa*
desirous ofa change in the leadersbf (ho
democratic party in this city, and thaorder
to secure "a great personal triu" ho
made charges against the Comptro Bo
then continues;."I was assured hading
members of the republican party, aoosely
identified with the 8tate Executive^ if a
Mr pretext oould be presented for terete
of the power of removal vested In y£xoe|*
lency, Mr. Brennan should be rem and
negotiations were actually entered 4| I
had reason to believe, with your Jfcocv'j


